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Federal Council to Meet in May 


7 HE Executive Committee at Atlantic City in De- 


cember voted to call a special meeting of the Fed- 
eral Council at.an early date to consider the obligations 
which are now confronting the Protestant churches of 
America. The Administrative Committee has fixed upon 
May 6th to 8th, inclusive, as the time for this meeting 


and Cleveland, Ohio, as the place. The Cleveland Fed- 


eration of Churches, through its Secretary,.Rev. E. R. 


‘Wright, has cordially undertaken the task of making 


the local arrangements. It would be impossible to 


| imagine conditions more imperatively summoning the 


churches to counsel together. Everywhere there is the 
sense of new opportunity, and along with this, anxious 


queries as to lines on which effort should proceed. 


With this in view the Program Committee is plan- 


-ning to center the reports, addresses and discussions of 
the meeting around four main demands of the hour. 


The first is the demand for a new definiteness and 
vigor in the proclamation of fundamental Christian 
verities. In too large degree our analytical and critical 


‘age has philosophized and blurred its message. Men in 


the thick of life’s realities need the great Gospel 


facts to build on. The church of Christ must meet 


that need. 
The second demand of the hour is for a continued 
and deepening sense of world responsibility. Proof of 


| this is. superfluous. The Christian who has not felt it 


in the past four years must surely. be rare. But we are 
only at the threshold of the possibilities before us. Our 
individualism, parochialism, provincialism, sectarianism, 
nationalism—all must be brought to the test of a new 
world vision and world conscience. 

The third thing to be faced is found in the need of 
democratic readjustment of the inner life of our na- 
tion. The Church in America can not witness, at home 


or abroad, to the message of her Master unless she 


finds ways to make the democracy of Jesus effective in 
the social order of which she is a part. 

The vast and exacting task thus laid at her door 
needs to be freshly surveyed in the light of the thoughts 
and under pressure of the emotions of the hour. 

Last of all, there must be-a review of the demand for 
co-operation among the churches. Multiplied plans are 
on foot looking toward closer relations. They must be 
appraised, guided and impelled. Beyond any manner of 
doubt there lies right before us the possibility of a new 
era of unified effort, which shall greatly multiply the 


power of the churches to promote the Kingdom of God. 


Along the lines named the discussions of the Council 
will move. Many practical questions of organization 
and detailed method will be included. But all will be 
related to the broad horizon of opportunity which en- 


o. circles the Church in these fateful boia 
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. Back to the Working People 
Story of the Work in War-Industry Centers 
I By Rev. Worth M. Tippy | 


HE Commission on the Church and Social 


Service at the request of the General War- 
Time Commission of the Churches, fegan the study 
of the new centers of war industries a year ago 
last December. The Committee on City and 
Immigrant Work of the Home Missions Council, 
through Dr. C. A. Brooks, was also studying the 
same field at the same time. The findings of 


‘these investigations were reported to the Home 


Missions Council and the Council of Women for 
Home. Missions on January 17, 1918. . Work in 
these centers was taken up and carried forward 
‘by the Commission on the Church and Social 
Service until July 15, 1918, at which time the 


— Joint Committee on War Production Communi- 
ties was organized. The Joint Committee has 
therefore been at work within a day of six 


months, 
SPECIFIC ACCOMPLISH MENTS 
1. Surveys 


One hundred and fifteen communities have 
been surveyed and 30 others visited, and the sur- 


veys classified, filed, abstracted, multigraphed and - 


made available to our co-operating bodies. The 
Jewish Board for Welfare Work in the U. S. 
Army and Navy, the Y. M. C. A., the National 


Catholic War Council and the War Camp Com-. 
munity Service have also requested and have. 
been given the privileges of these surveys and 


«a great deal of information has been sent to the 


Government. | 
The surveys made include the Eastern States, 


the South, the Middle West and the Pacific coast 


from Seattle to Los Angeles; also extended 


studies of the logging camps of the South, and 


of the Pacific Northwest in the states of Wash- 


ington and Oregon from the Canadian line south. © 
The studies in the Southern logging camps in- | 


clude North and South Carolina and Florida. A 
total of 21 persons have been engaged in this 
work, many of them for periods of months. » 


Liberty Churches 


| Liberty Churches have been underwritten and 


established in seven of the ordnance reservations : 


Ancor near Cincinnati, Nitro, W. Va., Belcoville, 
N. J., Amatol, N. J., Penniman, Va., Seven Pines, 


~Va., Muscle Shoals, Ala. 
These Liberty Churches represent a striking 


achievement in co-operation in spite of the fact 
that in many respects they have been unsatis- 


factory to the boards and to the Committee. They | 
have helped the churches in public confidence and 
in the confidence of the Government and of the 


industries, and they are valuable as experiments 
for the future in addition to the actual work 
which they accomplished. 


3. Community Organization of Churches. 


The work of the Joint Committee in these 
centers has been to unite the churches in some sort 
of war council to care for the new workingmen 
and their families, to strengthen existing churches 
for this purpose, to create new churches with as 
little waste and competitive effort as possible, 
to develop the sympathy and understanding of 
the churches with working people, to co-operate 
with civic, social-and governmental agencies and 
officials working in these centers. 

During these five months we have had 14 whole 


time community organizers at work and 12 half 
time. At present there are now in the field 13 


whole time ‘and 7 part time workers. They are 


located in the more important centers such as 
Bethlehem, Pa., Newport.News, Va., Baltimore, 
Md., Chester, Pa., the Calumet area, Chicago; 
Cincinnati, the Mahoning Valley, Columbus, 
Marion, Bucyrus and Mansfield, Ohio; Quincy, 
Mass., Buffalo, N. Y., Pittsburgh, Pa., Seattle, 


Wash., Portland, Ore., San Francisco, Cal., and 


Los Angeles, Cal.. It now seems certain that this 


‘work in community organization will result in” 
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permanent federations in several important cities, 
‘notably in Baltimore, Newport News, Chester, 
Bethlehem, ‘Columbus and Charleston. N 


4. Rural Fields I 
Rev. Edmund deS. Brunner, who came to the 


Joint Committee in September as Secretary for. 


- Rural Fields, had previously worked on volun- 

tary service with the Commission on the Church 
and Social Service. The outstanding work of 
this Department since September has been an 


understanding with the departments of the Gov- * 


ernment having to do with the rural phases of 


| reconstruction by which the Joint Committee will 


represent Protestant interests; the creation of a 


‘Standard for rural Liberty Churches which has. 


been approved by the Government; the organiza- 
tion ot a large list of ministers to speak before 
organizations of rural life. It has been dis- 


‘covered in this work.that there are numerous. 
Seventeen such. 


rural areas without churches. 
have been reported within a month and will re- 
ceive the early attention of the Committee. 


5. Logging Camps 
Surveys have been made by Rev. H. W. Pilot 


in the logging camps of the northwest, where. 


there are 200,000 men in 700 logging camps, and 


by Rev. W. E. Finley in the pine forests of the 


south. Plans are under way to enter these neg- 
lected fields with workers who combine religious 
with welfare work. In the South a beginning is 
about to be made at Perry, Fla., where a county 
lumber pastor will be assigned. 


6. Negro Welfare 


_A beginning has also been made SITI the 
assignment of Rev. Harold M. Kingsley as Negro 
Secretary in the organization of Negro churches 
in northern cities in behalf of the welfare of this 
race and also for the better relations between 
| the two races in the South. Organization has been 
. begun at Chester, Pa., and Newark, N. J., and an. 
- Initial survey has been made at Gary, Ind. Pro- 
vision has been made for a Negro pastor and 
welfare worker in Muscle Shoals, Ala. 


7. Women in Industries 


. We have had at different times four women 
organizers or surveyors making studies of the 


work of women industrial workers in war cen- 
ters, and our community organizers have it as 
| part of their duties to interest and if possible to 
| organize the women of the local churches in the 


communities in which they work, in behalf of the 


welfare of industrial women. The plan is to 


do everything that can be done within the church 


buildings, and to co-operate also with community 
| effort. Four women have been at work during 
the year, Mrs. Robert D. Merrill, Miss Mary E. 
Markley, Miss Amy Blanche Green, Miss Helen 
Currier. 


Pi 


8 Finance 


The Joint Committee has expended: on sa work 
from July 15, 1918, to January 1, 1919, a total 
of $10,879.54: $8,281.54 cash, and $2, 616 repre- 
sented by persons assigned to the central staff 
with salaries and expenses met. This does not 
include money appropriated by the various home 
mission boards for Liberty Churches, or for com- 
munity organizers and surveyors furnished by 
these boards to the — Committee. 


The Inter-Church World Movement 
of North America 
- By Frep B. SMITH 


N the midst of many great ideals bela ad- 

-vanced in the period of reconstruction, there 
now appears one that so far as the Christian 
Church is concerned, promises a new and larger 
co-ordination, co-operation and unification of the 
Protestant Christian forces to the end of the 
earth, in moulding their part of the new era. In 


response to a feeling throughout all branches of. 
the Protestant Church concerning the necessity 
of closer affiliation for the new tasks, there came 


almost simultaneously two expressions of this 
desire. The Federal Council, at its Executive 
Committee Meeting in early December at Atlantic 
City, passed a resolution approving a series of 
regional conferences to further disseminate the 
ideals of state and local church federation; and 
instructed the Commission upon Inter-Church 
Federations to arrange such a series of conven- 
tions and confererices. Resulting from this, very 
soon after, about ninety representative Christian 
leaders from localities in all parts of the country 
met in a two days’ conference and submitted an 
outline for such a series of conventions. 

At the same time, indeed, upon one of the days 
of this conference, the United Missionary 
Societies, representing practically all the Protes- 
tant Boards, both Home and Foreign, through one 
hundred and fifty of their leading officers, met in 
New York, preparing a similar series of con- 
ferences and conventions throughout the United — 
| States, looking forward to a great financial ‘drive 


in 1920, 


Shortly following this time, two committees 
were appointed, one from each of these groups, 
which should confer together. The result was. 
that they were led to unite their effort in what is 
now known as “The Inter-Church World Move- - 
ment of North America.”. A National Committee 
of one hundred, chosen from these two confer- 
ring bodies, has been appointed, and* soon the > 
organization and all-its details will be complete 
and the actual campaign launched. | | 

The Movement as a whole will divide itself 
‘naturally into three great sections. That dealing 
with Conferences and Conventions will be con- 
sidered principally as the voice of the whole 
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movement: These conventions will first of all be 


represented in a series of regional gatherings to. 


take the first steps in organization; then these 


regional conventions are to be followed by state. 


conventions in each state throughout the nation. 
The purpose to be kept in mind constantly in 
these various gatherings is to lead the Protestant 
Chutches in every city, town and village, to a 
new sense of responsibility for united effort. 

A growing feeling is taking hold of the minds 
of the leaders of all forms of Protestant Chris- 


tianity, that the new program of the Church is” 
more largely to be applied to the community in 
its entirety than it has been heretofore. This is 


illustrated in the fact that the social expression 


of the Church is community-wide, rather than 


associated with any one denomination. Likewise, 
the new problems arising from the influence of 


the returned soldiers present unified community — 
Therefore, 
these conventions held throughout the country _ 


tasks, rather than segregated ones. 


| will advocate strongly the organization of some 


kind of Inter-Church committee, or group on co- 
operation through which Protestant Christianity . 
may exercise a united function. Another purpose — 


that will be kept constantly in mind in all of these 
conventions will be to make known properly the 
ideals, the methods, the hopes, and the purposes 


of the Inter-Church World Movement of North 
America, together with the forming of the initial 
tentative committees, both state and-local, which 


will be necessary in a campaign so far-reaching. 

. These conventions, which will begin almost at 
once, will be more or less in session from this 
time until February, 1920. The Movement will 
be further characterized by a very carefully made 
survey of the whole issue of Protestant Chris- 
tianity both at home and abroad. The ablest 


men within the ranks of the Church will be as- 
sembled at once to begin operations in producing 


all the facts necessary for such an adequate sur- 
vey. These surveys will take up specific ques- 
tions, and every city of any size will be expected 
to produce by the first of October an actual 
statement of just the needs involved in the Chris- 
tian program in that locality. It will also reach 
out to the country districts and undertake to bring 
into one compact form, a statement of the issues 
of the rural communities in a fashion better than 
‘ anything known heretofore. 

The educational question as represented by the 
Church schools and colleges, will form a large 
factor in the surveys, by which method it is 
. expected that by the first of next October, there 
will be in printed form an actual statement of the 
needs of Protestant Christianity, both in men, 
money and spiritual energy necessary to carry 
out its program for five years. | 

~The Movement will, in the third place, be char- 


acterized by a financial drive some time in the 
early months of 1920, at such a time as the 


. churches shall agree that they are prepared for ‘it, 


that it has met 


on a basis large enough to meet the requirements 
outlined in the survey. While every one of 
the churches through their various missionary 
societies will continue their own appeals for 


benevolences and the money will go, for the most - 


part, through the regular channels of the Church, 
there will also be a nation-wide campaign at a 


given time, for funds to be paid to a common 


treasury. This treasury will be administered 
upon the basis determined by the committee in 
consultation with all the boards of the missionary 


‘societies, home and foreign, as well as the 


agencies of the Church, including the universities 


_and colleges. This financial drive is based upon a 


profound conviction, uttered by many of the 


greatest leaders of the Church, that much of the 
criticism being passed concerning church enter- 


prises can be traced to the fact that the Chris- 


tian Church has never yet been equipped ade- 


quately for its great world undertaking. 
Permeating the whole campaign and underly- 
ing it all, is the conviction. of all the leaders 


related to it, that the time is opportune for a - 
reassertion of the program of the Christian -- 
Church as to the hope of ultimate success in the 


period of reconstruction, if an enduring peace is 


surely to be secured. The magnitude of the whole 
movement is only partially understood: when it . 
is remembered that not only has it the approval 


of the Federal Council of Churches, representing 
thirty-one of the —— denominations, but also 

e unanimous and enthusiastic 
approval of all the great Missionary Boards repre- 
sented in the Home Missions Council and the 
Foreign Missionary Conference, as well as the 
allied societies such as the Y. M. C. A,, the 
Y. W. C. A., the Missionary Education Move- 
ment, the Laymen’s Missionary Movement, the 


Young Peoples’ Society, and the social organiza- 
tions most closely identified with the work of the 


Church. .. 


The Connittee of One at 25 


Madison Avenue, New York City, on the fifth 
and sixth of February, to perfect the organiza- 
tion and outline details of the Movement. 


A Valuable Handbook on War-Time 


Activities of the Churches 


HE General War-Time Commission of the 


Churches is preparing a handbook giving not 
only a directory of the Church agencies that have 


been engaged in war work with their personnel, 


but a summary of the activities of each body. 
All the war-time commissions of the Protestant 


. Churches will be included along with such other 


organizations as the Red Cross, the Y. M. C. A., 
the Y. W. C. A., and the Catholic war work 


agencies. The statements concerning these bodies © 
will in each case be prepared by their own 
officers, so that there may be no doubt as to their 


authority and accuracy. 
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A Year of raga Work in the Rural Church Field 


By Dr. Edmund deS. 


HE war has everywhere caused a drawing 
together of related agencies in order that 


- their united strength might be applied to the prob- 


lems at hand. This has been true of the rural 


field as of all others. Beginning last March, 
under the Commission of the Church and Social 
‘Service of the Federal Council of Churches and 
continuing, under the Joint Committee on War 


Production Communities, financed by the Home 


Missions Council, a significant and timely piece of. 
work has been wrought out and a program arrived | 


at which is adequate to the period of readjust- 


ment. The entire influence of the Commission . 


on the Church and Country Life of the Federal 
Council has also been exerted in these efforts. 
| WAR SERVICE 
The first task was the i issuing of a WarsTime 
Program for Country Churches, a pamphlet of 


sixteen pages, resulting from the suggestions of 


many leaders. An edition of 50,000 was pub- 


lished, and 40,000 of these were sent under gov- 


ernment frank to every minister, priest and rabbi 
in charge of a rural congregation in the thirty- 
three northern and western states. 


In addition, there was co-operation with the 
Southern Section of the Department of Agri- 
culture, every minister, priest and rabbi being 


reached with an official government letter through 
our office. A weekly news service to the religious 
press was maintained, stressing the moral and 
spiritual aspects of food production and possi- 
bilities of church groups aiding in the “win the 
war on the farm” effect. — 
At the suggestion of the Department of Labor, a 

leaflet was prepared on “The Country Church and 


the City Boy,” which was sent by the government 
to every county leader of The Boys’ Working 


Reserve. It was also made available for church 
use. 


There was co-operation with other government 


departments. and agencies, especially with the 
Council of National Defense, the Food Adminis- 
tration, the Bureau of Education and the Com- 
mittee on Public Information. Numerous letters 


have voiced the hearty official appreciation of the 


help given and the facility with which the entire 
Church could be marshalled for any given task. 
CONFERENCES 
‘It was at government suggestion, too, that a 


- number of conferences were held, in which the 
state agricultural leaders and the state religious 


leaders thought through the meaning of the war 
in rural terms and planned for closer co-operation. 


In all, eight of these gatherings were héld. Most. 


of them were co-ordinated with university sum- 
mer school sessions and commanded large 
attendances. 


nominations. 


RED CROSS 


At the feqnest of the Red Cross, a a body of sug- 
gestions as to the place of the Church in rural 
home service was collected. Criticism of material 
designed for rural Red Cross workers was asked 
for and freely given. ac 


‘FOUR MINUTE SPEAKERS 


A nation-wide study of rural ministers was 
undertaken from the standpoint of their ability 
to speak at farmers’ institutes, orchard demon- 


‘trations, etc., upon the spiritual and social aspects 


of country life. The response was splendid, about 
1,400 men being reported by their overhead de- 
nominational officials. Every one of the State 
Departments of Agriculture desired to have the. 
list for its own state, and mary reported that 
they are using these men with great satisfaction. 
A few State Boards of Health have also requested 


that these lists be furnished to them. 


RURAL LIBERTY CHURCHES 


A second nation-wide study of rural ministers. 
was taken through the County Agents of the De- 
partment of Agriculture on the basis of the war 
service of rural churches. A standard of judg- 
ment was drawn up, and the agents were asked 
to nominate churches which they felt had attained 
this standard. The nominations are now being 


. checked up, and the churches, which have reached’ 


the standard, are being designated as Rural 
Liberty Churches in recognition of the war ser- 


vice rendered. Although replies are still coming : 


in, thus far there have been nearly three hundred 
The plan includes making these 
centers demonstration points. They will be used 
in co-operation with the government in working 


out local problems in after-the-war adjustments 


insofar as the Church can function in them.. This 
co-operation includes assistance to soldiers in get- 


ting back to the land. The plan has received the 


cordial commendation both of President Wilson 
and of the Hon. D. F. Houston, Secretary of 
Agriculture. The denominational Home Mission | 
Boards are also greatly interested, and have 

planned to give these churches special aid i in meet- | 

ing their problems. 

_ This investigation is revealing more than was 
anticipated. The ministers often give their prob- 


_lems and their suggestions. The County Agents. 


have shown a keen appreciation of the possibili- 


‘ ties of community service by the church, but 


never forget her fundamental spiritual task. Best 
of all, they have mirrored Church conditions in 
their counties. Two counties, in which there are 
no active churches, ask Liberty Churches pat- 
terned after those on the ordnance reservations. 
Two in New York reported unchurched areas or 
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communities data their counties. i re- 


ported no resident pastors outside of thè. county 
seat town. A considerable number record no 


church as having reached the standard, and tell of 


long, overlapping circuits and other conditions 
which could be remedied by adjustment. 0 of terri- 
tory and of pastoral residences. 


RECLAIMED LANDS 


No matter how limited the area of reclaimed 
lands made available for the returned soldiers, 
it seems sure that there will be some new rural 
communities. Co-operation has already been be- 


gun with the Department of the Interior, which 


has signified its desire to co-operate in the church- 
ing of these areas. One such community at Dur- 
ham, Cal., has now over one hundred families with 
a large acreage for a community center. 
a Christian church should stand there beside the 

«community hall and the consolidated school. _ 
Scores of individual churches have been aided 
with advice as to their individual problems. Co- 
operation has been extended at conferences of 
‘various kinds. Helpful relations exist between 
‘the work for this rural church department and 
the Y. M. C. A., Y. W. C. A., state federations 
of churches, state Sunday. School Associations, 
the National. Board of Farm Organizations, and 
similar agencies. 

The rural church does not have to struggle for 
a place among rural social agencies. Its possi- 
_ bilities are recognized. Its program is a matter of 
| concern to leaders in every line of rural endeavor, 
and a matter of live news in the agricultural 
press. The work that has been done proves the 
possibilities of the future. The rural church in 


_ the new world order will be a dynamo of i inspira- 


tion and power in country life. 
_ These are some of the immediate tasks: 


1. Issue a Reconstruction Program for Coun- 
try Churches. ‘The manuscript is ready and pub- 
lication authorized. 


2. Collect and publish accounts of success- 
ful rural church work typical of various sections 
—this to meet-frequent requests. 


3. Continue promotion of Rural Liberty 
Churches as demonstration parate in the read- 
justment period. | 


4. Co-operate in rural leadership classes at 


university summer schools. Requests for next 
summer are already coming in. 
offer 


good seed. 


5. Continue co-operation with government 
agencies in ways indicated by past experiences. 


6. Follow the various plans for reconstruc- 
tion insofar as they affect country life and be pre- 


pared to voice the sentiment and safeguard the 
interests of the church. 


7. Continue co-operation with denominational 


. agencies offering the services of an impartial, in- 


methods establis 


Surely 


Such audiences 
ome Missions a fertile field for wing 


al organization, according to 


d during the last year. 
8. Establish a press service to agricultural 
papers. This has been suggested by asini in- 


terested editors and others. 


9. Issue a news sheet which will interpret the 


‘ess. This could 


social issues of these times ts. terms, and. 


give news of country church pro 


be accomplished in connection with an existing 


periodical. 


10. Serve as a clearing house of information 
for country churches. 


è 


Government Recognizes Church 
Co-operation 


«HE assistance of the General War-Time 


Commission of the Churches in arousing the 
sympathetic interest and co-operation of the 
Christian forces of America in the Government's 
program. for the demobilization and re-employ- 
ment of the troops have elicited a letter of appre- 


ciation from the Director General of the United 


States Employment Service. 

In a letter just received, the Director General 
says in part: da; 

“We wish to express our very heartfelt thanks 
for the splendid co-operation which your organi- 
zation is giving the Employment Service in its 
work with returning soldiers. We are making a 
special mention of this work of the War-Time 


. Commission of the Churches i in the n next issue of 


the Service Bulletin.” 


A Graphic Call to Service 


AN attractively printed 9 x 12 card has been 
.issued by the General War-Time Commis- 


sion of the Churches, to be placed through the. 
chaplains and Y. M. C. A. secretaries at ports of 
embarkation and debarkation, on the transports, 


‘in railway stations and camps, visi: the follow- 
ing message: 


When You Get Back Home 
Tie te with the Church 


You Need 
Needs You | 


In practically. every city hevies an executive 


-secretary for a federation, simultaneous evan- 


gelistic campaigns are being carried on with en- 
couraging results. The influenza epidemics 


seriously interfered with the campaign in the 


early months. This will be the sixth year for 
such a campaign in 
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Communication Received from the Swedish Churches 
and the Reply of the Federal Council — 


COMMUNICATION has been received 
by the Federal Council of the Churches of 
Christ in America from the Federal Council of 
Evangelical Free Churches in Sweden, addressed 
to the Free Churches of the belligerent countries 


Sera gra; in the great war, including the 
ederal Council of the Churches of Christ in 
America, urging upon all Christians the impor- 


tance of reconciliation with one another in entire 
forgetfulness of hatreds engendered by the war. 
The body responsible for this document wishes 
to be held free from any attempt to place the 
responsibility for the late conflict. It offers sym- 
pathy to the countries still suffering from the 
awful years just past. It contrasts the Christian 
ideal of peace on earth with that of the state lately 
reigning in Europe. 

.. Upon the Church, this letter maintains, rests the 


burden of bringing into a feeling of perfect- 
‘ brotherly love and understanding, the countries. 


| which have but recently called each other “enemy.” 
And the Federal Council of Evangelical Free 


Churches in Sweden signifies its willingness, its. 
eagerness, to co-operate in everything which may. 


be suggested that will bring about this end. 
This communication has been widely dissemi- 
nated. And to the neutral countries, in place of 


this appeal, has gone a letter of information as to 


what has been done in this connection. 


The principal churches represented in this 
federation are the Swedish Mission Society, the 
Baptist Communion, and the Methodist Church. 
200,000 


of Sweden, with a total of about 
members. 


Na 
è 


LETTER FROM BISHOPS OF THE STATE CHURCH 


. Under date of October, 1918, the Neutral 
Church Conference, which held its last meeting in 
Upsala, Sweden, in December, 1917, has com- 


municated with the Federal Council of Churches 


of Christ in America, notifying the churches that 
the invitations to a larger conference will be 
issued in the near future. The letter bearing this 


announcement is signed by the Bishops of Chris- 
tiania and of Seland, and the Archbishop of 


Upsala, and is accompanied by the outline drawn 
up at the last conference expressing the duty of the 
Church in preparing for a world peace. It urges 
that opinions and suggestions be submitted 
to the committee preparing resolutions for the 
_ The propositions for consideration and guid- 
ance in the continued work of the Church as 
formulated in the 1917 conference, are treated 
under the subjects of “Christian Unity,” “Chris- 
- tians and Social Life,” and “Christians and the 
System of Law.” 


Z ho 


this time. 


The Church, this statement maintains, ought to 
lay stress upon that which divides and more upon | 


the ideal of Christian brotherhood, arouse and 


strengthen the judgment upon selfishness and em- | 


‘ploy all its powers in working for the removal 


of the causes of war. Christians ought to feel 
their share in the responsibility for public opinion ; 
they should serve the cause of truth and love in 
public international life as well as in personal 

relations. The Church ought to educate the na- — 
tions to a higher degree of self-government, and 
should throw the weight of its power for arbitra- 
tion of international affairs. Furthermore, so 
holds this body of neutral churches in conference 
assembled, the Church ought humbly to confess 
that it has failed in developing the moral sense 


that leads to the perfection of law and of justice, — 
and cught to strive with all its might to rectify its 


shortcomings. 
The Federal Council’s Reply _ i 
In reply to the foregoing communications, the — 
Administrative Committee of the Federal Coun- — 
cil has forwarded copies of the report of the 
committee appointed to make a special study of 
the advisability of holding a World Conference 
of Churches at this time. 
In part, this Committee’s report is as follows: 
“Your Committee doubts the wisdom of attempting 
to arrange for a Conference on a large scale at just this 
time. There are several reasons why this should not 
be undertaken. 
In the first place, a great Conference of the Churches 
to be effective and to make a real impress upon the 


mind of the world needs careful preparation, such as 
cannot be given should the Conference be called at 


In the second place, it might be deemed impolitic and 


 unadvisable by the official Peace Conference. 


In the third place, it is very doubtful if passports 
could be secured either from Great Britain or from the. 
United States for any large number of delegates to 
attend a Conference until the peace treaties have been 
signed. | 


In the fourth place, the work and interest. of such a 


Conference might be lost to the public in the conspicuous 
work and interest in the proceedings of the Peace Con- 
ference itself. 

In the fifth place, such a Conference might necessarily 
have to be a meeting of the Churches from the allied 
and neutral nations only, owing to the present state of 
feeling in the minds of the leaders of the Churches in 
the Central nations and perhaps in others. 

On the other hand, it is the feeling of your Committee 
that consideration should be given at once and proper 
correspondence undertaken regarding a world confer- 
ence of the Churches to be held perhaps in the summer 
or fall of 1919, or the spring of 1920. In considering 
such a Conference, several things would have to be 
borne in mind. | SE 
+ What would be the proper body to inaugurate the 
calling of such a Conference and what should be the 


field of its discussions? The Federal Council of the 


Churches has for several years expressed a desire for 
such a World Conference. It has been in the minds 
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«of the World Alliance for International Friendship 
through the Churches ever since its inception to call for 
such a conference of the Churches soon after the close 
of the war. There have been preparatory steps toward 
calling a World Conference on Faith and Order which 
were interfered with by the outbreak of the war. There 
are thoughts of a World Conference on Missions to be 
‘held in the near future. Three of these groups have, of 

course, definite aims in mind in such Conferences: the 


World Conference on Faith and Order will deal pri-— 
marily with the problems of Christian Unity; the World. 


Conference of the World Alliance would confine itself 
largely to the furthering of international goodwill 
through the Churches; of course the World Conference 
on Missions would deal primarily with the great mis- 


... sionary problems of the world. The World Conference 


which has from time to time been referred to in the 
offices of the Federal Council of Churches, had in mind 
the more comprehensive object of bringing all the 
churches of the world together to consider how in 
closer co-operation the Churches might face all the 
great religious and social problems of the time. One 
question that would thus be before us would be, could 
all these Conferences be correlated, or should there ‘be 
a general World Conference of the Churches, such as 
has been proposed by the Federal Council, and these 
other Conferences dealing with special aims and objects 
meet at the close of the larger Conference or otherwise 
as might be deemed wise? We make no recommenda- 
tions, but simply shew the questions that must be 
considered. 

In the opinion of your Committee, these are ques- 
tions which need much more careful consideration than 
could be given them in the short time available should 
a World Conference be decided upon to be held imme- 


diately or while the Peace Conference is in session at 


Paris. | 


We would advise that it seems wise for a few leaders 
. of the Churches to meet at this time in Europe as pro- 

posed by the World Alliance for International Friend- 
_ ship through the Churches, and that the Federal Council 


appoint as many delegates as it might deem wise,. 


perhaps not more than four or six, to meet this group at 
that time, and that these delegates, acting together, be 
asked to consult with our European brethren, especially 
with the British Churches, as to the advisability and 
feasibility of a World Conference on a large scale, and 
if they find the opinion of the European Churches to be 
in favor of such a World Conference, that they take 


... such preliminary steps as they might deem wise; that 


they confer together concerning the proper body to 
issue the invitation to such a Conference; that they 
also confer on the matter of program; also as to whether 


Conference for special objects, like any of those referred 


to above, might not meet coterminously or immediately 
subsequent to the meeting of the general Conference: 


and report as soon as possible to the Executive Com-_ 


mittee of the Federal Council of Churches at home. . 


FrEDERICK Lyncu, Chairman. 
ARTHUR J. Brown, 3 
WiLLiaM Apams Brown, 
WicrLiaM T. McELvEEN, 
Rosert E. Speer, | 
Orrin R. Jupp.” 


The Year Book of the Churches © 
Now Ready 5 
“HE Year Book of the Churches for 1919 is 
now ready for distribution. Valuable as it 
was found to be last year, it is even more useful 
now. The book has been increased in size and 
enriched by the addition of much new informa- 


tion. This material is so compiled and arranged 
as to be immediately available for pastors, secre- 


publicity. 


taries, and other workers in search for religious 
data and statistics. The Year Book is a time- 


saver. Accurate and up-to-date information on. 


the national conventions, periodicals, inter-church 
bodies, war-work organizations and leaders, 
censuses and money appropriated by all denomi- 
nations, is carefully classified and indexed, mak- 
ing it instantly accessible to the user. The addi- 
tional data for the new edition includes statistics 


just compiled by the Federal Bureau of the 


Census covering property values of-the church 
buildings of the various denominations, the num- 


ber of parsonages and their value, the property 
debts and the current expenses of the several © 


denominations. A complete list of chaplains who 
have been serving in the army and navy 1s an- 
other interesting feature. Such a list is not avail- 
able elsewhere. 


.. Copies may be had from the Federal Council 
of the Churches of Christ in America, 105 East | 
22nd Street, New York. The price—/5 cents—. 
. helps. to cover the cost of compilation and 

printing. | 


=. Meeting of Home Mission Leaders’ 


| ATIONAL concern, unity, democracy and 
-urgency characterized the consideration of 
home missions and national reconstruction by the 


Home Missions Council and the Council of 


Women for Home Missions at their joint annual 
session, held in New York City, January 14-16. 
With representatives from thirty-five parent 
boards and eighteen women’s boards present, 
there was brought to the discussions a range of 


experience, wisdom, opinion and suggestions on. 
the obligations of the Protestant church through 
its home mission agencies which demonstrated 


without question that the leaders of the Church 


are awake to the demands of the hour and are 


endeavoring to secure the active co-operation of 
their denominations in a practical meeting of the 


_ The general meetings were presided over alter- 
nately by the presidents of the two councils, Dr. 
C. L. Thompson, of the Board of Home Missions, 


Presbyterian Church in the United States of 


America, and Mrs. F. S. Bennett, President of the 


Women's Board of Home Missions of the same 
denomination. The business sessions of. the two 


bodies were held separately. The addresses de- 
livered by representatives of the agencies doing 


practical work in the field dealt with the indus- 
trial situation, community movements from the 
angle of centralized expression of religion, the 


Negro, the Mexican, the rural church co-opera- 
tion in Montana and Alaska and home missions 


HOME MISSIONS AND THE NATION 


In opening the conference Dr. Thompson stated 


that “unless home missions now rise to the chance 
it will go ill for our nation and the nations of the 
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earth.” Mrs. Bennett assured the gathering that the 
Women's Home Missions Boards are ready with 


the rest of the Church to do their part in a for- 


ward, united movement. This spirit prevailed | 
throughout. To make Protestant Christianity the 
force that it is able to be was the greatest desire 


manifested. What can be done by united effort 


was seen in the presentation of. the task already 
accomplished in the war production and industrial 
communities through the Joint Committee brought 
into being by the General War-Time Commission 
of the Churches and the Home Missions Council. 

The request for a demonstration of the methods 


and results of a national survey for home missions 


was met by a presentation of the Centenary sur- 
vey of the home missions of the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church. The steps taken in making the 
survey were outlined and the pictures and charts 
thrown upon the screen and explained. 

At a dinner Wednesday evening at the National 
Arts Club, Dr. S. Earl Taylor, Executive Secre- 
tary of the Methodist Joint Centenary Committee, - 
was the principal speaker. He addressed the 
| gathering on the report of the Committee of 
Twenty concerning plans for the Inter-Church 
World Movement of North America, and when. 
he had finished the report was passed by a unani- 
‘mous rising vote. A committee of five was ap- 
pointed to assist the Committee of Twenty-in 
| nominating a national committee of one hundred. 
It was planned to appoint regional secretaries 


of comity and co-operation for one or more. 


states, having a first obligation to promote co- 
operative action among country churches and to 
offer representatives of the Boards of Home Mis- 
sions as volunteers to serve under the National 
- War Work Council of the Y. M. C. A. in the 
American Expeditionary Force and cantonments 
in the United States; their work to consist in 
presenting publicly and privately to the soldiers 
in the army the claims of community service in 
the homeland, especially in rural, mountain, immi- 
grant, lumber camp, Mexican, Alaskan, Indian, 


‘Porto Rican, Cuban, city work and in pioneer 
fields. 


FORWARD STEP IN COMITY 
A big forward step in comity arrangements 


was. taken in the launching of the Associated 


Evangelical Churches of Alaska, This will be 
composed of the missionary agencies engaged in 
religious work in Alaska, who may become mem- 
bers on consenting to the plan. A central com- 


mittee, composed of one representative from each 


missionary agency, appointed in such manner as” 
each agency may determine, and three members 
appointed by the Home Missions Council, shall 
have the following functions: (1) hold a meet- 
ing at least annually at such time and place as 
may be designated by the committee; (2) con- 
sider the work in the existing mission stations and 


advise relative to extension Or modification of 


ni 


re-elected, 


work now in hand and the allocation of responsi- 
bility, either as regards territory or kind of work; 

(3) consider the needs of Alaska as a whole and 
make recommendations to the co-operating mis- 
sionary agencies as to the opening of new fields 


and the planting of new churches or mission sta- 


tions; (4) advise the boards in regard to appro- 
priations, whether to increase the amount or in 
some cases to decrease the amount appropriated ; 


(5) plan for-greater efficiency of religious work 


in Alaska and make recommendations to the 


‘bodies responsible therefor; (6) promote in all 


ways possible the spirit of fellowship and co- — 


operation. 


The report of the executive secretary, Dr. 
Alfred W. Anthony, who was unanimously 
showed unusual advance in the 
great task of promoting fellowship, conf- 
dence and co-operation among the bodies mak- 
ing up the Council. The other officers elected 
were: President, Dr. Charles L. Thompson, Pres- © 
byterian Church i in the United States of America; 


Vice-Presidents, Dr. C. E. Burton, Congrega- 
tional Church; Dr. S. L. Morris, Presbyterian 


Church in the United States; Dr. C. A. Brooks, 
Presbyterian Church in the United States; Re- 
cording Secretary, Dr. Ralph Welles Keeler, 
Methodist Episcopal Church ; and Treasurer, Mr. 
Ww. T. Demarest, Reformed Church i in America. 


Present bel What to Do 
By Rev. WortH M. Tippy > 


$ ani, Commission on the Church and 
Social Service 


EPORTS from the Department of Labor 
and from the American Federation of 
Labor indicate an increasing amount of unem- 
ployment throughout the land; an amount to cause 


uneasiness and energetic, action, not so much be- 
cause of its relation to social unrest and radical 


agitation, as because of the hardship in which it 
may soon involve many thousands of families. 
This is a time for pastors to be on the watch 


. for unemployment in their own memberships and 
their own neighborhoods... 


A pastor may think 
at first that unemployment is wholly a problem 
for the Government, but on reflection he will see 
that he can take care of individual families. He 


can go to employers whom he knows and ask 


them: to take on an individual man or woman. 
If distress becomes acute, because of a long period 
of idleness in any case, he can find single day’s 
work or parts of day’s work in the homes of his 
people, or in stores or factories, sufficient to keep 
a family going until more permanent employment 
is found. | 

People must not be allowed to suffer in a Chris- 
tian community. Pastors should also remember 


that such bread cast upon the waters comes back 


after a while in the affection of a community. 
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The Interchurch Emergency Campaign n 
The Challenge of the After-War-Time to the Churches 


isa commonplace statement that the war pre- 


sented its challenge to commerce, to education, 
to society and to the churches. Just how these 
departments of our life met that challenge, it is too 
early tg determine. What changes the war will 
inevitably bring to each of them, no one can yet 
foretell. That a great challenge was presented and 
that marked changes will result is plain to any 
thoughtful. person. 


We now realize that the problems of the after- 


war-time also present their challenge to business, 
to education, to society and to the Church. The 
Interchurch Emergency Campaign Committee 
was created to meet one phase of this problem as 
it was presented to the Church. When fourteen 
‘denominations needed money for their after-war- 
time work, a problem of interchurch co-opera- 
tion was immediately faced and steps taken ‘by 
these bodies to solve their common problem 
unitedly. 


The first thing which the Interchurch Emer- 


gency Campaign Committee tried to do ‘was to 
‘settle a comnion date for the drive agreeable to the 
fourteen denominations. All recognized the value 
of a drive in whichthe churches throughout the 


country would be asking for money to support the — 


_ same kind of work upon exactly the same Sunday. 


After much deliberation the month of February 


was selected and February 16th chosen as Inter- 


church Sunday to give special significance to. the 


campaign. It is hoped that as many ministers as 
_ are able will preach upon the theme of this article. 
Thé second task of the Committee concerns the 
finances. We have the ‘understanding that each 
denomination shall raise its own money for its 
‘denominational work, through its denominational 
machinery, and that it shall expend it in the same 
way. There is, therefore, no common treasury, 
no pooling of money, no desire upon the part of 
one church to suggest to another the manner in 
‘which the money shall be raised or spent. It 
should be clearly understood that the ten million 
dollars for the Interchurch Emergency Cam- 
paign is not an additional sum of money to be 


raised by the churches, but is simply .the sum of 
the budgets, the amounts already determined upon > 


_to be raised, whether there was an Interchurch 
Emergency Campaign Committee or not. 

By far the- biggest task which the Committee 
| has attempted is to create war-time enthusiasm 
| for after-war-time work.. Everyone will agree 

that there was no lack of enthusiasm for all forms 
of service during the war. This desire and enthu- 


| siasm to do something was largely responsible 


for those splendid welfare and relief organiza- 
tions that grew to such proportions and became 
so efficient in assisting the Government in win- 


ning the war. t he after-war-time does not seem 


to present the same urgent, compelling problems. 
There seems to be no-haste in the minds of many 
for their solution. Of course, for perfect read- 
justment years will be necessary, but the tasks 


immediately confronting the Church in these 
after-war-time days ought not fail to kindle 
enthusiasm. 


For example, there should be reseed to men 
as they leave the military and naval service the 
opportunity to enlist in the ministry and other 


forms of Christian work and, as Dr. Speer has 


emphasized in a recent address, how important 


it is for us to understand that more than two _ 


million men, stirréd by the highest motives to 
offer themselves in life or death to their country, 


will be released without the satisfaction of hav- 


ing completed a willingly undertaken task. This 


splendid enthusiasm must be turned into new 
channels. 


It can be done by a Church 
thoroughly awakened to the demands for a minis- 


try in which red blood and a high type of man- 
hood shall predominate. We need in the churches 


just such men as those who responded to the call 
for military service. 

Or take the question of restoring and maintain- 
ing the churches destroyed during the war. ‘In 
the light of these ruined churches how insignifi- 
cant some of our little church plans and problems 
appear. The Church must be the “Nehemiah” 


to go about the walls and to discover ways and 


means of buildirig them up. No one can dwell 
upon the relationship of our American churches 
to the devastated Christian churches across the 


sea without feeling that something must be done. 


and done at once. 
To recall the needs of the situation to the 


minds of those who may not be familiar with the 
problem in detail, there is here appended briefly 


some of the tasks for this interchurch co- 
operation. 


encourage local churches, in 


ports of debarkation, to unite in welcoming the 
returning soldiers and sailors and help them to. 


resume their places in civil life. I 
“2. To present to men, as they leave the mili- 


tary and naval service, the opportunity to enlist 
| for life in the ministry and other forms of Chris- 
tian work. | 


3. To maintain churches and religious workers 


in the industrial centres which have grown up 
about shipbuilding plants and ordnance reserva- 
tions. 


4. To assist the Negro churches to promote 


the welfare of their ‘troops and of the colored 
civilians in special communities. 
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5. To arouse the churches to support the cam- 
paign of the Government against social vice, 
especially by emphasizing the moral and religious 
aspects of this problem. 

6. To arrange for an exchange of tuioita by 
ministers of America, Great Britain and ‘other 
European countries with a view to deepening the 
life and promoting, international good- 
wil 


7. To study the effects of the war on religious 


life and thought. 
. Four of the tasks emphasized by. five or more 


of the co-operating churches are: 


1. To maintain additional pastors ; and to 2 * I 


the regular chaplains in ministering to the soldiers 
and sailors, especially the sick and those recover- 
ing from wounds, 


2. To provide adequate equipment - and 


workers for local churches in the neighborhood 
of ports of debarkation, in camps and in inane 


centres. | 
3. To supply Bibles and other books, equip- 


ment and emergency funds to Army and Navy 


chaplains during the period of demobilization. 


4. To assist in the restoration and extension 


of churches in Europe, especially in the war zone. 


To the solution of these big problems we are 
now setting ourselves. For the accomplishment 


of these tasks we await the dedication of the full 
‘manhood and strength of the Church. 


News Items from the eee on 


Inter-Church Federations 


| wi HE pastors and lay representatives of the 


churches of Rochester, N. Y., met on Mon- 


day, December 2, to consider the formation of a 
federation of churches. The committee in charge 
of the meeting, of which the Rev. Samuel Tyler, 


rector of St. Luke’s Protestant Episcopal Church, 
was chairman, had made most careful prepara- 


tion for the meeting. A constitution was ap- 


proved and a representative committee of minis- 


~ ters and laymen will submit it for clarification to 
© all the churches. The Council will be formed of 
the delegates appointed by the churches which 
| vote to participate. At noon Secretary Guild met 
a group of business men at the Genesee Valley 
— Club. These men guaranteed the underwriting 

‘cla budget for two years of $7,500 a year. A 

- committee was appointed to find a secretary to be 


employed as soon as the federation i is completely 
organized. 


The St. Louis Federation has called Secretary 


Arthur H. Armstrong of the Federation at 


Toledo, Ohio, to be executive secretary and he has 


accepted this call. This federation, which has been 


so successful in the past, has organized its work. 
on broader lines than ever before. To assure the 
financial. support of the central administrative 


work, one hundred business men are being asked 
to make pledges of $100 a year, for a: period 
of years. Nearly the entife number of ponga 


are secured. 


/ 


The Federated Churches of Cleveland held a 
notable series of conferences on December 2, 6, 


7 and 9. The different departments of the 


Federation had charge of the different events. 
Some of the best known men and women of 


America were present, to discuss the great after- 


the-war problems. A leaflet is being printed set- 
ting forth the program for the present year, as 


recommended by the different 


When the epidemic of influenza resulted i in the 
closing of many churches throughout the country, © 


the publicity departments of the leading federa- 
| tions made splendid use of the Saturday after- 
noon and Sunday morning issues of the daily 
| papers, meeting the emergency by publishing 


Scripture Readings, prayers and short sermons 


for “Home Worship on Churchless Sundays.” 


Columbus, Ohio, completed the organization of 


a Federation on Monday, December 16. Secre- 


tary Wright of the Cleveland Federation, met de- 
nominational representatives and laymen at a. 
luncheon at noon to arrange for a financial cam- 
paign. At a gathering of the representatives of 
the churches in the evening he outlined the 
program of a Federation. 


The Chicago Federation of Chnicdies held a 


two days’ conference for the discussion of the 


program for the coming year. A number of com- 
missions prepared very strong reports containing - 
definite recommendations which were approved 
and committed to the Executive Committee of the 
Federation. As the conference came to realize 
the magnitude of the program and the success of 
the leadership of the President, Dr. Herbert L. 
Willett, an enthusiastically supported recommen- 
dation was made that the Executive Comthittee of 
the Federation earnestly request that while re- 
maining .as president, Dr. Willett accept adminis- 


trative charge of all the work of the Federation 


at least until October. It is hoped that he can 
give at least one-half of his time to this great task 
in this time of emergency. 


- Many cities which do not have church federa- 
tions have become interested in forming such an 
organization. . The secretary of the Commission 
on Inter-Church Federations has not been able to 
meet, personally, many of the calls for assistance 


made during the month of December. These calls 


have been met by the able assistance of Secretary 
M. C. Pearson, of Indianapolis, Secretary E. R. 
Wright, of Cleveland, and Secretary C. R. Zah- 


niser, of 


. 


. 
‘ 
t 
2 Va ¥ 
Di | 
| 
"A È 3 
È 
i Li 
È 
| 
; 
$ 
De 
i 
4 
i 100 
fe 15 
mime) 
È 
= ‘ 
mom 
mim: 
mim 
RARI: 
: 
ii 
di 
«È Rea: 
i: 
DE LO 
| 
: 
VE 
de: 
Bag 
| 
i 
ae 
at 
$ 
op) ROB 
| | 


x The Va M. C. A. and the Church 


MOST. reassuring feature of the Atlantic 


City. meeting of the Executive. Committee 
of the Federal Council was the statement by Rob- 
ert P. Wilder, of the Religious Work Depart- 
ment of the Y. M. C. A., of the reaffirmed toyaity 
of the Association to the Church. 

Mr. Wilder read extracts. from resolutions 
passed at a conference of Association Secretaries, 


which were ordered incorporated into the minutes 


of the Executive Committee meeting: 


_ “We wish to reaffirm the resolution passed si 
- the Garden City Religious Work Conference ast 


year, which is as follows: _ 
“*That all General Secretaries, other 

Association executives and departmental 
workers consider the winning of men 
and boys to Jesus Christ, to loyal and in- 
telligent Christian service and to mem-. 
bership in His Church as a personal as 
| well as an executive responsibility.’ 

“We would define Christian religious work as 


any work which demonstrates the unselfish, sacri- 


ficial spirit of Jesus Christ, and’ is consistently 
used as a means to bring men into fellowship with 
Him and His Church for salvation, character 
building and service. 


“All phases of Association work taken to- 


gether constitute a body through which the soul 
(1.e., the religious) should function; therefore, 
every Association Secretary, whatever may be 
his task, should be regarded as a religious worker, 
since it is his business to definitely relate men to 
Jesus Christ, as Saviour and Lord of Life. 

“I. Be it, therefore, resolved, that the Re- 
| ligious Work Committee of a local Association 
be composed of representatives of all the depart- 
ments of the Association together with represen- 


tatives of industry 2 and of welfare work in the 
community. 


“II. We maintain the principle of eee 


tion in Religious Work—therefore, he it resolved, 


that it is essential to have in each local Associa- ; 


tion a secretary who is responsible for organized 
religious work. This secretary should be of suffi- 
cient maturity, experience and training to win 
the co-operation of the Board of Directors and 
of his colleagues on the staff, to command the 
confidence of local pastors, and to promote inter- 


| church relations and activities. 
“TIT. Be it resolved that an adequate religious 


‘work budget be provided by each Association. 

“TV. Be it resolved that since the Young 
Men’s Christian Association is of the Church, 
for the Church, and by the Church, we reaffirm 
our loyalty to the Church and our purpose to 
identify ourselves sincerely and effectively with 
Her in the study, of needs, devising of policies, 
securing of recruits for the Christian ministry 


and the mission field division of our common task > 


. and execution of Her program for men and boys.” 


- A Call to Christian Brotherhood | 


Commissioner Claxton’s Appeal to the Churches 


N interesting feature of the Atlantic City 
meeting of the Executive Committee of the 
Federal Council was the unexpected introduction 
of Dr. P. P. Claxton, Federal Commissioner of 
Education, who br ought on behalf of the Govern- 
ment a request that the churches co-operate in 


Americanizing the immigrant. 
Commissioner Claxton referred to the state-— 


ment of his predecessor in office, Dr. W. T. 


Harris, that the public school used to Americanize. ~~ 


all comers to our shores. “But,” he said, “this 
is not true now. One of our immigrant races 


is almost entirely represented by men. Few.of 


these men bring their wives or children to 
America. The particular type of community 


fife thus created can hardly absorb the spirit of 


America.” Continuing, Dr. Claxton said: “We 
have a great educational task in Americanizing 
the 5,000,000 foreigners in our midst who do not 


speak the English language nor read or write the 
| tongue that is current among us, by bringing them 


to know our country, its history, and its ideals. 


“The Christian Church is the greatest agency 
that we have for Americanization. It holds up 


the spirit of unselfishness, of brotherhood, of 


love; that spirit which, incorporated into inter- 
national dealings, would make the world safe for 


democracy. In all your efforts for social wel- 


fare do not forget these needy people. Two 
and one-half millions of them cannot read nor 


write in any language. The Government has been 
holding conferences with representatives of many 
of the alien races in our midst. These propia 
want our friendship. 


“Secretary Lane has suggested that if for every 
person of foreign birth, who is not yet acquainted 
with our institutions, some real American would 
volunteer to be his ‘big brother,’ .our problem of 
Americanization might -speedily be solved. 
Women could perform the same service for the 


foreign women and our children for their chil- 


dren. This carrying out of the part of true 
brothers and sisters would do more to Ameri- 


canize them than any other conceivable method. 
“The Church is the one organization to bring 


about this needed work. The Armenian who flees 
to our shores to ‘escape persecution and worse 
than death, has a: right to expect to find here 
true friendship. The task to which we are sum- 
moning Christian people is no mere slumming 
expedition. We must not assume a patronizing 


air, or our efforts will be worse than useless. The 


benefits are not to be one-sided. The real fulfill- 


ment of this task will make America richer in 
spiritual wealth and in the friendship of those © 


who have come to us from foreign shores. 
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CHAPLAIN DANIEL COUVE 


Chaplain Daniel Couve of the 
_ French Army. 
NE of France’s gallant army chaplains, the 


Rev. Daniel Couve, is visiting America as. 


a representative of French Protestantism in the 


| was instituted by the National Committee on the 
Churches and the Moral Aims of the War, and 
which is now carried on by the Church Peace 


Union, Wearing the “Croix de Guerre,” Chaplain 


Couve comes to the United States at the invita- 
| tion of this Committee and with the sanction of 
the French Republic. He brings a message of 

‘assurance that the people: of France are united 


with us in the determination to see the establish- | 


ment of a League of Nations as the result of the 
war that has been so successfully won. 


Chaplain Couve is associate director of the 


Interdenominational Society of Missions, and a 
leader in international Christian interests. When 
_the war began he served first in ambulance trains, 


then as chaplain with the 59th Division of Infan- 


try. He was born in Bordeaux in 1875, and edu- 
cated at the University of that city. From 1898 
to 1907 he was a missionary in the French Congo. 


From 1907 to 1912, he was Secretary of the In- ° 


_ terdenominational Society of Foreign Missions, 


becoming Assistant Director of the Society in 


1912. He was French Delegate to the Edinburgh 
Missionary Conference of 1910, and a member 
for French-speaking countries of the Continua- 


| tion Committee of the Conference. In connection. 


with the work of this Committee he visited the 
United States in 1912. - 

. Chaplain Couve is sent by the Comité Protes- 
tant Frangais, of Paris, which is conducting in 


France a campaign of war education similar to 


that conducted by the N ational Committee on the 
Churches and the Moral Aims of the War in 
America. He comes with letters from the French 
Protestant Committee and from the Federation 


of French Protestant Churches to the Federal 


Council of the Churches of Christ in America. 
He will confer while here with the various Mis-. . 


sion Boards on matters of mutual interest. The - - 


Chaplain will spend three months travelling 
through the country, addressing meetings both of. da 


the clergy and of laymen. 


Chaplain Couve speaks English f fluently. “He 


has a fund of information and is an eloquent 
advocate of true Christian Internationalism. 


The Church’s War Record 


I oe gathering and preserving of parish rec- 


ords relative to church activity in the war 
is in harmony with the wishes of the Government 
which has sanctioned “The National Board for 
Service.” 

“the importance of preserving for permanent | 
a the war records not only of the state and 
federal governments, but also of the large number 
of auxiliary organizations.” It is “seeking in- 
formation as to the attitude of particular social 
groups, political, racial, economic or religious.” 
Its plans ‘ ‘include the publication ofa manual of 


war records.” 
campaign of international interpretation which . 


All the Protestant denomination War Com- 
missions should use the form prepared by the 
General War Time Commission, Room 612, 105 
East 22nd Street, New York, at the least possible 
cost of this important work. Special editions of 
this form have already been issued under the 
imprint of several of the denominational war- 
work commissions, which will supply ea to 
their own churches. 


Recent Publications by the General 
War-Time Commission 


MONG the recent pamphlets issued by the “ad 


General War-Time Commission of the. 


Churches for free distribution are the following: 


“Looking Forward,” a constructive statement of 
the Church’s duty in the days that lie ahead, by 
Rev. William Adams Brown; “The Record of À 
Year—Progress of the Work of the General War- 
Time Commission of the Churches 1917-1918,” 
by Rev. William Adams Brown; “War Work by 
the Church for Negro Soldiers and Sailors—an 


Appeal with Suggestions for Greater Activity 


Among Colored Churches in Behalf of Negro 
Soldiers and Sailors,” prepared by Rev. G. Lake. 
Imes; and “The Churches’ Duty to the Returning ~ 
Soldiers and Sailors,” a letter to pastors by Bishop 
Wm. F. McDowell, Chairman of the General 


. Committee on Army and Navy Chaplains, and 
Chaplain John T. Axton, Major, U. 


Ba, Port 
of Embarkation, Hoboken, New Jersey. ~ 


This Board calls attention 
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“Helping the Presioti to Help 
Themselves 


HE phase through which the French people 
are now passing might be called a period of 
‘convalescence. There comes now the reconstruc- 
tion of industries and the rehabilitation of the 
people, and with it all a healing of mind and body 
that will restore to the world the joyous, indus- 


trious, beauty-creating people that once consti- — 


tuted France. The years of daily contact \with 


horror and sordidness might well incubate the . 
germs of a mental and spiritual illness that would © 


be as many more years in the healing. 

But the actuality of much physical sickness 
necessitates a corresponding need for physical 
healing. And no one is so well fitted to under- 
take this work as the French people themselves. 


They know the value and the working power ofa _ 


_ franc, and can make it well nigh equivalent to 
that of our own dollar. They have well instituted 


hospitals for the care of their men, their women. 


and their little ones. The Roman Catholic hospi- 
tals have been longer in operation than those of 


the Protestants, but there is a splendid example 


of what the latter are doing in the. Maison de 
Santé Protestante of Bordeaux. 
has connected with it a most efficient nursing 


school, a system of visiting nurses, a sanatorium > 
for children, a consultation clinic for infants, and 


a field service hospital which has done wonderful 
work both in the Franco-Prussian war andi in the 
conflict just ended. 


This hospital celebrated the fiftieth anniversary — 


of its institution three years ago. It names on 
its Council of Administration. many notable 
Frenchmen. It is proud of the title given it by 
the third Napoleon, an “Establishment of Public 
| Service.” The fact that it receives a yearly allow- 
ance of 10,000 francs from the Bordeaux muni- 


_ cipal council shows its high local standing. = 


| That this institution with its various branches 
of service for its people, many of them entirely 
free to hundreds of poor who would have other- 


wise no medical treatment, works within a yearly 


expenditure of 50,000 francs, or $10,000 in our 
currency, is something of a fairy tale to us. It 
_ brings us to the conclusion that the best way to 

help these French people during their period of 


convalescence is to assist them to the means by 


which they may help themselves. They can use 
our dollars to much better advantage than we 
could for them. ‘They offer free vaccination to 
the poor of Bordeaux, care for needy children, 


the poor and train nurses for a broader and more 
intensive work. To an American looking for a 
real opportunity to ease the burden of this period 
for the France which has suffered too greatly, the 
Maison de Santé Protestante of Bordeaux offers 


most worthy and a instru- 
mentality. | 


This institution 


out-of-doors.” 


DR. ANNA HAMILTON INSTRUCTING 
A STUDENT NURSE 


The Maison de Santé is well known through- 
out southern France for the services rendered to 


poor and needy people. Its nursing school draws 


young women from the entire Republic. Its certi- © 
fied nurses are much sought after for civil and — 


military hospitals. There is a great need that this 
hospital be enlarged so as to:cope with the present 
conditions resulting from the war. A beautiful 


suburban tract has been donated and plans made. 


for the erection gf a large modern hospital to re- 


place the present old and cramped quarters. 
At the suggestion of the American Red Cross, 
Dr. Anna Hamilton, for seventeen years con- 


nected with the hospital and the founder of the 
pioneer training school for nurses in France, has 
come to America to secure a fund of $300,000 
for the erection of a suitable building. Dr. 


Hamilton is highly recommended by prominent 


French officials, and is commended to the Ameri- 


| can people for the. hearty support of her mission. aoe 

Letters from the American and British consuls 
at Bordeaux, speak in the highest terms of the © 
help constantly given sailors from America and 


England through this institution. Contributions 
for the hospital may be sent to the Committtee 
for Christian Relief in France and Belgium, 105 


East 22nd Street, New 


Do the Sens Shine on our Service 
Flag? | 
OULDN’T it be a good idea for the 


churches and business houses and homes 


| to put up new service flags or clean the old ones?” 
bring into a more kindly world the little babies of | 


queries Major John T. Axton, chaplain of the 
Port of Embarkation at New York. 
of the men who are coming back have never seen 
the stars which stand for them and they will be 
looking for them. Yet I see hundreds of service 
flags that are dingy and soiled, especially those 


home! 


BULLETIN 


“Thousands 


Polish up! The boys are coming 
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Replies to Messagea from the Federal 


. Council 
‘From President. Wilson 
The following acknowledgement has been re- 


ceived of the cablegram conveying the endorse- — 
ment of the League of Nations by the EEGENE ur 


Committee at Atlantic City: . 
“My Dear Doctor: “Paris, 21: December, 1918. 


“The President asks me to acknowledge receipt 

of your telegram conveying to him the resolution 
adopted by the Executive Committee of’ the 
Federal Council of the Churches of Christ 
in America in annual session, and to express his 


appreciation of this message. Such expressions a 


are of real help and service to him. 
Sincerely yours, 
(Signed) G. CLOSE, 

| Confidential Secretary to the President. 
Rev. Cuaries S. MACFARLAND, 

General Secretary, Executive C ommittee, 

Federal Council 
of the Churches of Christ in America, 
New York City.” 


From the Honorary the National 


Council of the Evangelical Free Churches 
of Great Britain 


. The message to the British Churches conveyed 


‘throug h. Dr. Guttery and. Bishop Gore, has. 


brought the following response from the vener- 
anne Dr. B. Meyer: 


Mestioria] Hall, 
Farringdon s Street, London, E. C. 4. 


20th December, 1918, 
Dia» Dr. Macfdrland:: 


We have received with great pleasure the mes- oo 
sage of affectionate gratitude which you have sent. 


to the Free Churches of this country through Dr... 


Guttery, our President elect. 
‘Weare extremely thankful that Bishop Gore 
and he received so splendid a welcome during their 
tour. The vast audiences they addressed and the © 
great enthusiasm manifested are full of hope, but... 
the heart of the two great Anglo-Saxon nations 
on either side of the Atlantic beats true to the 
‘highest ideals of Christian and national unity, and > 
if only, by God’s help, Christian people; members 
of the one Church of Jesus Christ, can maintain 
the spirit, the future of the world is secured. _ 

The reception which has already been accorded 
| to your great President, and which still awaits him 
in London is also an encouraging symptom of the 
close approximation of our ideals. 
Please accept on the behalf of our ‘Charches the 
expression of our affectionate and Christian devo- 


: tion.to the great ideals which you yourself cherish. __ 


Sincerely yours, 
Rev. CHARLES S. MACFARLAND, 
General Secretary, Federal Council 
‘of the Churches of Christ in America, 
‘105. East 22nd Street, New York. 


Froni the Archbishop of Canterbury 


‘ The Archbishop of Canterbury ‘has sent the 


matt gracious acknowledgment of the Fed- 
eral Council's message: 
“Lambeth Palace, Bol: 


‘14th December, 1918, 
“DEAR Dr. MACFARLAND: 


“T have received through the Bishop of Oxford 
the greeting from the Federal Council of the 


Churches of Christ in America to the Church of 
England and the National Council ‘of Evangelical 
Free Churches, and I imagine that it is to -you, 
. as Secretary, that I ought to acknowledge its re- 
ceipt. It is of the highest interest to us to know | 
~ how warm is, your appreciation of the work which ° 


«has been done by the Bishop of Oxford and ‘Dr... 


Guttery in their American visit. All that you say 
in your address as to the closer union which has 
been promoted among Christian people on either 
~ side of the Atlantic by the words which they have . 

‘ spoken and the affectionate response which they | 
have evoked, finds warm echo im our hearts in | 
.England. I pray God that under His good and 
guiding hand, we may together oh — strength | 
to strength. 

“Tam 

“Your faithful and servani in our. Lord. 

Jesus Christ, 
( Signed) RANDALL CANTUAR. vi 


rom Kine: Albert of Belgium 
The iaia letter of acknowledgement of the 
cablegram sent to King Albert of. Belgium by the 
Administrative Committee of the Federal Coun- 
cil, on the occasion of Chaplain Blommaert's de- 
livery of the King’s gracious greetings to the 


American churches, has been received by Dr. 


Frank Mason North, President of the Federal 
Council : 
5, 1918, 


Dr. Frank. Mason North, President, | 
Federal Council 
of the Churches of hrist in America, 
— New York. 
My dear Mr. President: I 

“The King. has received the sracious message. 
which you have addressed to him on behalf of the 
‘‘Administrative Committee of the Federal Council. 

of the Churches of Christ in America.’ 

His Majesty highly appreciates this mark of at- 
tention and is deeply touched by the sentiments 
of sympathy for Belgium which have inspired your 
message. He charges me to transmit to you, as 
well as to all of the honorable members of your. 

| "committee, his sincere thanks. 
«ir Be pleased to accept, Mr. President, the assur- 
ance of my cagenes, consideration. 


p ARSCHOT, 
C hief of the ated s Cabinet. 


More do | 


AT the meeting of the Executive Committee 


Axton announced that he had just received a tele- 


gram from the War Department stating that 


additional chaplains would be assigned to the 
ships in the transport service to assure the wel- 
fare of the home-coming troops. . 

There will be at least two chaplains on each 
ship with six other welfare workers. 


Only experienced chaplains and those who 


have had special training for this work will be 


used, and they will be thoroughly coached in the . 


Government’s plan for demobilization. In this 
way they will be able to answer the questions that 
will be put to them by the home-coming troupe. 


{TY of the General War-Time Commission of 
the Churches on January 8th, Major John T. 
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